
Exceptional Outcomes.

When you think hi-tech, innovation and world-
class products – think Alania Building Systems. 
Our aluminium product range has a well-
deserved reputation for exceptional quality and 
superb results. Your project deserves nothing 
but the fi nest and most up-to-date technology, 
speedy turn-around-times and an end result 
that adds to your reputation for outstanding 
work. Give us a call today – we’re ready when 
you are.

Johannesburg • Durban • Cape Town
Tel: (+2711) 683 1774, Fax: (+2711) 683 1775 or visit on www.alania.co.za
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honest
Overlooking the Indian Ocean, the 
contemporary Quarterdeck building on 
Umhlanga Ridge takes cues from its locale to 
deliver an eco- and user-friendly offi  ce space 

Photographs by Dennis Guichard

building

extensive range

enduring style

Specify Cobra with Confidence.

Visit our showroom and website to view our extensive range.

Member of the Dawn Group www.cobra.co.za

Visit our new showrooms in Bryanston, 18 Ealing Crescent (cnr Main Road & Bryanston Drive), Bryanston, Tel: 011 875 7400, or
Cape Town, M5 Business Park, 2A Camp Road, Maitland, Tel: 021 510 0970, or Port Elizabeth, 220 Circular Drive, Lorraine, Tel: 041

367 4730 or Durban, 892 Umgeni Road, Morningside, Berea, Tel: 031 303 8400 South Africa. For your nearest Cobra stockist call

0861 21 21 21 e-mail: marketing@cobrawatertech.co.za

energy sav ing

Designer range styled by

6L 9L

ECO

water consumpt ion

You enjoy a sophisticated
lifestyle in stylish surroundings,
and expect and demand the
best. Cobra gives your home a
uniquely distinctive designer look
and feel, from taps and mixers to
sanitary ware, geysers, valves
and accessories, with innovative
energy- and water saving
functionality that flows from the
bathrooms to the kitchen and
entertainment areas.An



or Stan Hayman of CHT Architects, the brief for the building 

christened ‘The Quarterdeck’ in the burgeoning Ridgeside 

development in Umhlanga was to build a contemporary, 

environmentally friendly, user-friendly and attractive building 

which maximised sea views for four end-users.

Ridgeside is a four-phase development that will eff ectively link 

the Umhlanga Ridge to the Umhlanga Rocks village. The site 

area consists of 140ha of land nestled within a rough triangle 

created by Umhlanga Rocks Drive, the M4 and the M41. A ribbon 

of coastal forest runs along the one boundary and a valley 

dissects the development, and in keeping with Tongaat Hulett’s 

commitment to environmentally sustainable and sensitive 

developments, these 40ha of the site will be preserved as green 

space. This will involve rehabilitating some of the land currently 

under sugarcane and preserving and upgrading the coastal forest. 

Water features and a pond system will be incorporated into the 

available land, thus encouraging wildlife and birds in the area.

The offi  ce park at Ridgeside, across the road from the La Lucia 

Ridge Offi  ce Estate, brings 100 000m² of prime sea-view offi  ce 

accommodation onto the market, following the success of its 

neighbour.

Hayman studied at the University of Natal from 1970-1975. After 

travelling and working internationally, he returned to South Africa 

and formed CHT Architects in 1984 with fellow students from 

university. Over the last nine years, CHT have been responsible for 

many of the developments at the Gateway Theatre of Shopping, 

as well as numerous commercial, residential, industrial and 

game lodge developments throughout southern Africa. Hayman 

believes that interpreting the client’s brief correctly is paramount, 
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P FG

Tel (011) 360 1241
www.pfg.co.za

Intruderprufe®, South Africa’s leading range of laminated glass, provides proven energy-saving 
solutions by reducing heat gain and lowering cooling loads. Our two premium brands, SolarVue® 
and Solarshield®, can be combined with low emissivity glass, which improves the thermal 
insulation properties of the glazing system, particularly during cold winter months. 

Intruderprufe® is now available in configurations of up to 3 660mm x 2 440mm, allowing greater 
utilisation of glass modules and flexibility of architectural design freedom.

The Riverwalk Office Park development in Pretoria East is an example of the incorporation of an 
energy efficient glass – SolarVue® HL Neutral Low E – in a new, external façade glazing design 
that will reward the owners with substantial savings in energy costs over the lifetime of the 
building and offer comfortable working conditions to its occupants.

The new Riverwalk Office Park 
development in Pretoria East, designed 
by Boogertman + Partners Architect, is 
achieving substantial energy-savings 
using PFG’s 7.38mm SolarVue HL 
Neutral Low E (phase one) and 6.38mm 
SolarVue HL Serene Green (phase two).

Get the most 
energy-efficient 
glass under the 
South African sun
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and if architects can deliver an above-average building, 

without unnecessary fashionable decorative elements 

which will date, on time and within budget, they can regard 

the project a success. He was assisted on the Quarterdeck 

building by Krishna Bhugeloo, the project architect.

Four floors, four owners

The 1 443m2 site, formerly planted with sugar cane, was 

unproblematic, and apart from having to comply with 

the various design guidelines set by the Ridgeside Estate 

Design Review Committee, Hayman states that it was a very 

manageable project. The 1 154m2 building features floor 

areas of a typical 276m2 per floor. The name ‘Quarterdeck’ 

refers to the four floors and four owners, as well as alluding 

to its slightly nautical feel. The ‘deck’ reference highlights the 

many timber decks and horizontal screens, all of which have 

a secondary function as sun control elements. Fibreglass sun 

screening doubles as walkways for the cleaning of external 

glass.

Hayman says that the design of the building was a natural 

response to the desirable sea views while still taking into 

consideration the future adjacent buildings and the western 

entrance with its potential sun control issues. There is a 

substantial underground parking garage as well as ground-

level covered and uncovered visitors’ parking spaces –  

40 covered and 13 open. “Only 47 were required, thus it is in 

excess of the minimum stated as per the brief due to the high 

rate of car ownership in upmarket offices,” explains Hayman. 

“This is a regional building for South African conditions and 

does not attempt to mimic specific international styles. It is an 

‘honest’ building,” he says.

The striking modulation of external raking steelwork 

supporting the decking and sun screening is immediately 

noticeable, as are both the off-shutter concrete feature wall to 

the south and the sculptural steel escape stair detached from 
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•	 Orientation	of	the	building

•	 Oversized	rainwater	retention	tank	in	the	basement	

with	water	used	for	irrigation	

•	 Use	of	low	energy	LED	lighting

•	 Efficient	low	consumption	air-conditioning	system

•	 Passive	sun	screening

•	 Large	surfaces	of	solar	performance	glass	with	

integral	concealed	internal	blinds

•	 Natural	materials	used	where	possible

•	 Use	of	a	regenerative	efficient	lift

•	 Integrated	generator	in	the	basement	supplies	

essential	power	to	cope	with	Eskom’s	shortcomings

Consideration for the environment
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the main bulk of the building. Furthermore, Hayman notes that 

a careful selection of materials and sandstone with a palette of 

colours to suit the hi-tech estate was foremost in the design. “The 

palette and theme were directed by the Estate design guidelines, 

thus the office building that we have created, although not large, 

is imposing and makes a hi-tech statement in its environs through 

the use of materials and angular steel elements – Rod Stretch of 

Tobbell Stretch & Associates, the structural engineer/part owner/

current occupant, was instrumental in this.” 

Teamwork

“An absolute pleasure,” is Hayman’s description of working on the 

building. “No problems were experienced. Any potential problems 

were addressed and resolved prior to them having any impact. 

It was a very good team and we all had fun together – we all 

respected one another’s expertise and involvement. The client 

is very satisfied and the completed project came in under the 

original budget.” He notes that Lawrence Kirkman of Morelands 

was extremely helpful and offered constructive input on behalf 

of the Ridgeside Management Association. “The two QS firms for 

the project (also owners/occupiers) were De Leeuw VJV Quantity 

Surveyors (Ken Versfeld) and Edgecombe & Hayes-Hill (Ian Hayes-

Hill) while Gary Coetzee was the contracts manager,” he says. The 

building was awarded an MBA Excellence Award (First Prize in its 

category) at the end of 2011. 

The aim was to create an attractive building that would not age 

and which is sincere in its style – ‘gimmick free’ as Hayman explains. 

Furthermore, it had to be environmentally friendly and compliant. 

He describes it as a contemporary, ageless, regional and above all, 

honest response to its setting. “We did not wish to confront and 

compete with the adjacent buildings but rather complement them 

in a dignified manner. I believe that we have achieved our aim as 

the Quarterdeck stands out in a subtle and dignified way.” 
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•	 De	Leeuw	VJV	Quantity	Surveyors

•	 Edgecombe	&	Hayes-Hill	Quantity	Surveyors

•	 Morelands	

•	 RPP	Consulting	Engineers	

•	 Stefanutti	Stocks

•	 Tobbell	Stretch	&	Associates	

•	 Ugesi	Consulting	Engineers

Professional team
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