
National sales of combine 
harvesters jumped in 
March on the back of local 
agricultural machinery 
suppliers getting new 
stock in to meet back 
orders. The higher March 
sales compare favourably 
to significantly lower 
January and slightly 
lower February figures. 

Some 23 combine 
harvesters were sold in 
March compared to 20 
units in February and 13 
in January. March 2012 
combine harvester sales 
were 91,7% up on March 
2011 sales of 12 units.

“Companies didn’t 
have stock in January and 
February, but that stock has 

now arrived,” explained 
Dr Jim Rankin, secretary 
of the SA Agricultural 
Machinery Association. 
(SAAMA). “There’s a 
big crop out there that 
needs to be harvested. 
Some sort of normality 
has now been restored.”

Combine harvester 
sales of 56 units since the 
beginning of the year 
were 14,3% compared to 
sales of 49 units for the 
comparable period last 
year. SAAMA also reported 
that 645 new tractors 
were sold nationally 
in March, 13,4% up on 
March 2011’s 569 units. 

“Fundamentals in the 
market still look positive. 
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 TRACTOR SALES 

Agricultural machinery suppliers play catch-up with orders
Recent deliveries on 
government tenders have 
given the market a boost. 
The market is still very 
competitive,” explained 
SAAMA chairperson Lane 
Reynolds. He added that, 
unfortunately, a lack of 
rain late in the season in 
certain areas had adversely 
affected some maize 
and soya bean crops.

Reynolds added that 
crop prices are still 
holding up well, with 
stock levels being finely 
balanced between supply 
and demand. He said this 
will have a bearing on 
crop prices as local and 
international grain stocks 
are currently quite low.

Willie Stander, general 
manager for Claas SA, 
said that while a slight 
dip in agricultural 
machinery sales was a 
possibility due to farmers 
delaying purchases 
because of the recent 
drought, the industry 
remains optimistic for a 
good sales year overall. 

“We don’t anticipate a 
big dip in sales because 
grain prices are still 
good,” added Stander.

SAAMA predicts that 
between 6 700 and 7 200 
new tractors will be sold 
in SA during the 2012 
calendar year, about 
10% down on 2011’s total 
sales. – Lloyd Phillips

PERSPECTIVE

Water for everyone
Heavy rains and lightning 
accompanying tropical storm Irina 
destroyed a water tank and pump 
equipment at the Blue Anchor Inn in 
Bobole, 50km north of Maputo, in 
March. Proprietors Paul and Lizzie 
Hallowes, formerly from Kenya, drilled 
a new borehole and installed high 
quality Grundfos pump equipment to 
tap into a deep freshwater aquifer 70m 
down. The borehole supplies clean 
water to a watering point on their 
property, which the locals and their 
livestock (pictured here) may access 
free of charge. This saves them a 10km 
walk to the next closest watering point.

“Paul and Lizzie have always 
supported the local communities 
within which they live and work,” said 
professional photographer Dennis 
Guichard, the Hallowes’ son-in-law. 
“Through the Blue Anchor Inn, they 
create a lot of employment in an 
otherwise destitute area and they help 
with injuries and malaria prevention. 
Of course, they also provide the 
locals with easy access to water for 
drinking and washing and for watering 
their livestock.”  – Picture by Dennis 
Guichard; words by Robyn Joubert


