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This was the first of a series of ads in which the company 
promotes their professional clients and the World Class 
work they have produced in a range of twelve 

advertisements due to roll-out during the course of 2011-2012. 
Projects featured proudly displays Safintra Roofing’s renowned 
brands and products and the campaign is titled “Great South 
African Architecture”.

Sally Stromnes, National Marketing Manager for Safintra Roofing 
in South Africa: “Safintra Roofing has engaged with its key market 
to launch our Great South African Architecture Marketing 
Campaign, which showcases leading South African Architecture 
which we believe is right up there with the best the world has to 
offer, not only in its design, but also for its innovative use of steel 
roofing and cladding. Increasingly, South Africans are looking to 
their own surroundings for inspiration, creating their own idiom 
and unique style, which is stimulating the reinvention of a truly 
South African Architecture relevant to the times in which we 
live, and our search for sustainability. 

We are seeing an encouraging trend towards the use of steel 
roofing and cladding, especially in residential applications. 
Professionals and end-users have caught up with the 
environmental benefits of using steel—its excellent thermal 
properties, its strength to weight benefits, and the fact that it is 
cost-effective, durable and completely recyclable. State-of-the-
art steel coating technology, such as Aluminium Zinc Coating 
(which is now available in South Africa, through Safal Steel), has 

resulted in products that are far superior from a corrosion 
protection point of view, to that which was previously available 
in South Africa.”

Des Strydom, National Project Coordinator and creative force 
behind the marketing campaign explains: “Presenting roof 
sheeting in an exciting fashion presents a challenge. Despite 
roofing being an everyday necessity in terms of the spaces that 
we occupy, it simply isn’t exciting visually, unless presented in a 
unique fashion. The challenge was to find a unique fresh approach 
and I was greatly inspired by a quotation from Polish architect, 
David Libeskind, who stated the following: “If architecture fails it 
is pedestrian and lacks imagination and power, it tells only one 
story, that of its own making: how it was built, detailed, financed. 
But a great building, like great literature or poetry or music, can 
tell the story of the human soul. It can make us see the world in 
a wholly new way, change it forever. It can awaken our desires, 
propose imaginary trajectories, and say to a child who has seen 
little and been nowhere, hey, the world can be very different 
from what you imagined. You can be very different from what 
you ever imagined. Buildings—contrary to popular thought—are 
not inanimate objects. They live and breathe, and like humans 
have an inside and outside. A body and a soul.” My sole purpose 
in this campaign was to find and project the soul of the buildings, 
and I had the great privilege of finding my “soul capturer” in the 
form of Dennis Guichard, world-renowned architectural 
photographer. 

Safintra Roofing launches pioneering 
“great South African Architecture” 

advertising campaign
Safintra Roofing has taken its positioning of “World Class Roofing and Steel” to new heights with a ground 

breaking marketing campaign which debuts its second installment in this edition of SA Roofing – the 
stunning Govan Mbeki Sports Centre in Port Elizabeth by Adendorff Architects featuring Safintra Roofing’s 

Trimflute profile. The campaign was launched in September this year, with the breathtaking Elphick Proome 
Studio using Safintra Roofing’s concealed fix profile called SAFLOK 700.
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Govan Mbeki Sport Centre in Port Elizabeth by Adendorff Architects and Interiors





I was fortunate enough to have attended a few exhibitions 
featuring Dennis’s work and got to know him prior to embarking 
on this adventure. He completely shared my vision and his 
continued enthusiasm for this concept is inspiring.”

Dennis Guichard has over 19 years post-graduate experience 
directly in architecture and mega-project design management. 
Dennis’s sensational style of architectural photography is 
currently taking the world by storm. With an A-list portfolio of 
exclusive clients worldwide, including many of the world’s 
leading architects, engineers and property developers, Dennis 
remains one of only two photographers in the world to have 
been accepted into the prestigious FIFA-authorised “2010 Fine 
Art” project with a limited-edition collection of thirty high-
impact and abstract collectable photographs of the ten stadia 
which played host to the 2010 FIFA World CupTM in South 
Africa. 

His YasIsland photography was extensively featured in an 
exclusive limited-edition hard-cover book which was distributed 
to VIP guests at the 2009 Etihad Airways Abu Dhabi F1 Grand 
Prix, and his images have appeared in print and on billboards all 
over Abu Dhabi for Aldar Properties’ recent “Hoyamal” 
campaign. His photography has appeared in numerous magazines 
worldwide, including the National Newspaper (Dubai), Abu 
Dhabi Week (Abu Dhabi), Middle East Architect (Dubai), 
Emirates Construction (Dubai), STERN magazine (Germany), 
PIX photography magazine (South Africa) and Your Baby 
magazine (South Africa), and was also recently featured on the 
July 2010 cover of Architectural Record magazine (the official 
magazine of the American Institute of Architects in the USA).

Dennis has been commissioned exclusively for Safintra Roofing’s 
“Great South African Architecture” campaign, which will roll out 
over the next twelve months. 
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Govan Mbeki Sport Centre in Port Elizabeth by Adendorff Architects and Interiors

House Strey in Southdowns Estate, Pretoria by Strey Architects



In an attempt to give the campaign a more intimate touch, 
images of the professional teams involved are also featured, and 
Durban-based portraiture photographer extraordinaire, Eve 
Morris of HT Fotography, has been commissioned for this 
component. The result is extremely stylish imagery of the 
teams involved and ties in with the professional message that 
the campaign conveys.

In closing, Sally Stromnes says: “We are very proud to roll out 
this campaign which conveys our commitment to the 
importance of forging lasting partnerships between ourselves 
and our professional clients, and celebrates proudly African 
architectural excellence.”

Professionals wishing to have their work showcased in the 
campaign are welcome to contact Des Strydom at 
deseres@safintra.co.za. 

Also see: www.safintra.co.za and 
http://safintraroofing.wordpress.com.

Article by Des Strydom for Safintra Roofing (Pty) Ltd.
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Elphick Proome Studio in Westville, Durban by 
Elphick Proome Architects


